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    Editor,—We were puzzled by the recent paper by Dimberg and colleagues (Gut1999;45:730–732) which reported that upregulation of cyclooxygenase 2 (COX-2) protein expression was prominent in rectal adenocarcinomas compared with that in adenocarcinomas arising from the colon. “Low or undetectable levels of COX-2 protein expression” were demonstrated in 15 of 19 colonic adenocarcinomas located proximal to the rectum. Overall, upregulation of COX-2 protein expression was reported in only 56% of colorectal cancers.
Previous reports,1-7 which include one by the current authors on a not dissimilar case series,1 and two in the joint authorship of the accompanying commentary writer,2
,3 have shown consistent upregulation of COX-2 expression in colonic and rectal adenocarcinomas (in 85–90% of cases) compared with matched normal colonic mucosa using different techniques, including northern blot analysis, RT-PCR, western blot analysis, and immunohistochemistry. Furthermore, four of these studies refer to the distribution of adenocarcinomas throughout the colon without showing evidence of differential COX-2 expression between rectal and more proximal tumours.1
,2
,4
,5 In the one previous study which analysed COX-2 protein expression in human colorectal cancers by western blot analysis,7 immunoreactive COX-2 was detected … 
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