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      We read with great interest the paper by Gao et al, where the authors elegantly proved the efficacy of a CD40 antisense oligonucleotide for the treatment of trinitrobenzene sulphonic acid (TNBS) induced colitis in rats (
Gut2005;54:70–7
OpenUrlAbstract/FREE Full Text

). Their results are in keeping with previous reports in which immunoblockade of CD40 ligand (L) was also able to ameliorate experimental colitis. The authors conclude that interruption of interactions between CD40 bearing monocytes and endothelial cells and CD40L positive T cells is crucial for the beneficial effect exerted by CD40 antisense oligonucleotide in TNBS induced experimental colitis.



  





      In the past few years we have been investigating the role of the CD40/CD40L pathway in the pathogenesis of inflammatory bowel disease (IBD).1 We and … 
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