
Cover: Small intestines, coloured x ray. The four
x rays reveal the passage of a swallowed
barium contrast medium through the upper part
of the digestive system. Credit: Miriam Maslo/
Science Photo Library.

Journal of the British Society of
Gastroenterology

Impact Factor: 9.02

Editor
Professor Robin C Spiller (UK)

Deputy Editor
Magnus Simrén (Sweden)

Associate Editors
Ramon Bataller (Spain)
Jean-Frédéric Colombel (France)
Alexander Gerbes (Germany)
Subrata Ghosh (UK)
William Grady (USA)
Ernst Kuipers (The Netherlands)
Markus M Lerch (Germany)
David Mutimer (UK)
Severine Vermeire (Belgium)

Editorial Office
Gut
BMJ Journals
BMA House, Tavistock Square
London, WC1H 9JR, UK
T: +44 (0)20 7383 6394
F: +44 (0)20 7383 6668
E: guteditorial@bmjgroup.com

ISSN: 0017-5749 (print)
ISSN: 1468-3288 (online)

Disclaimer: Gut is owned and published by BMJ
Publishing Group Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of
the British Medical Association and the British
Society of Gastroenterology. The owners grant
editorial freedom to the Editor of Gut. Gut follows
guidelines on editorial independence produced by
the World Association of Medical Editors and the
code on good publication practice of the Committee
on Publication Ethics.

Gut is intended for medical professionals and is
provided without warranty, express or implied.
Statements in the Journal are the responsibility of
their authors and advertisers and not authors’
institutions, the BMJ Publishing Group, the British
Society of Gastroenterology or the BMA unless
otherwise specified or determined by law.
Acceptance of advertising does not imply
endorsement.

To the fullest extent permitted by law, the BMJ
Publishing Group shall not be liable for any loss, injury
or damage resulting from the use of Gut or any
information in it whether based on contract, tort or
otherwise. Readers are advised to verify any
information they choose to rely on.

Copyright E2008 BMJ PublishingGroupandBritish
Society of Gastroenterology. All rights reserved; no
part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording or otherwise without prior permission

Gut is published by BMJ Publishing Group Ltd, typeset
by The Charlesworth Group and printed in the UK on
acid-free paper from sustainable forests by Latimer
Trend & Co Ltd, Plymouth, UK

Gut (USPS No: 002-278 is published monthly by BMJ
Publishing Group and distributed in the USA by DSW,
75 Aberdeen Road, Emigsville PA 17318. Periodicals
postage paid at Emigsville, PA. POSTMASTER: send
address changes to Gut, PO Box 437, Emigsville PA
17318-0437

Leading article
717 Autophagy as an important process in gut

homeostasis and Crohn’s disease pathogenesis
R J Xavier, A Huett, J D Rioux

Commentaries
721 Role of gastric atrophy in mediating negative

association between Helicobacter pylori
infection and reflux oesophagitis, Barrett’s
oesophagus and oesophageal adenocarcinoma
K E L McColl, H Watabe, M H Derakhshan

723 Pitfalls in designing trials of functional
dyspepsia: the ascent and demise of itopride
S Veldhuyzen van Zanten

725 Foxp3 and microsatellite stability phenotype in
colorectal cancer
C Loddenkemper, D Nagorsen, M Zeitz

Helicobacter pylori
727 Helicobacter pylori infection and the risk of

Barrett’s oesophagus: a community-based
study
D A Corley, A Kubo, T R Levin, G Block, L Habel,
W Zhao, P Leighton, G Rumore, C Quesenberry,
P Buffler, J Parsonnet

734 Relationship between Helicobacter pylori
infection and gastric atrophy and the stages of
the oesophageal inflammation, metaplasia,
adenocarcinoma sequence: results from the
FINBAR case–control study
L A Anderson, S J Murphy, B T Johnston,
R G P Watson, H R Ferguson, K B Bamford,
A Ghazy, P McCarron, J McGuigan,
J V Reynolds, H Comber, L J Murray

Dyspepsia
740 Itopride in functional dyspepsia: results of two

phase III multicentre, randomised, double-blind,
placebo-controlled trials
N J Talley, J Tack, T Ptak, R Gupta, M Giguère

Coeliac disease
747 Mechanisms of epithelial translocation of the

a2-gliadin-33mer in coeliac sprue
M Schumann, J F Richter, I Wedell, V Moos,
M Zimmermann-Kordmann, T Schneider,
S Daum, M Zeitz, M Fromm, J D Schulzke

Neurogastroenterology
756 Prevalence and risk factors for abdominal

bloating and visible distention: a population-
based study
X Jiang, G R Locke III, R S Choung,
A R Zinsmeister, C D Schleck, N J Talley

Intestinal infection
764 Secreted enteric antimicrobial activity localises

to the mucus surface layer
U Meyer-Hoffert, M W Hornef, B Henriques-
Normark, L-G Axelsson, T Midtvedt, K Pütsep,
M Andersson

Colorectal cancer
772 High prevalence of Foxp3 and IL17 in

MMR-proficient colorectal carcinomas
S Le Gouvello, S Bastuji-Garin, N Aloulou,
H Mansour, M-T Chaumette, F Berrehar,
A Seikour, A Charachon, M Karoui, K Leroy,
J-P Farcet, I Sobhani

780 Activated neutrophils induce an hMSH2-
dependent G2/M checkpoint arrest and
replication errors at a (CA)13-repeat in colon
epithelial cells
C Campregher, M G Luciani, C Gasche

Pancreas
788 Increased expression of Smad6 deteriorates

murine acute experimental pancreatitis in two
models
H Nakamura, M Tashiro, H Asaumi,
Y Nomiyama, M Kaku, S Watanabe,
T Miyamoto, M Otsuki

799 Anti-apoptotic and growth-stimulatory
functions of CK1 delta and epsilon in ductal
adenocarcinoma of the pancreas are inhibited
by IC261 in vitro and in vivo
C Brockschmidt, H Hirner, N Huber, T Eismann,
A Hillenbrand, G Giamas, B Radunsky,
O Ammerpohl, B Bohm, D Henne-Bruns,
H Kalthoff, F Leithäuser, A Trauzold,
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