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    Abstract
Objective Our previous studies have identified CXCL8 as the crucial chemokine responsible for gastric cancer metastasis mediated by loss of RACK1. However, the regulatory effect of CXCL8 on immune surveillance in gastric cancer remains obscure.

Design Flow cytometry analyses were performed to examine major source of CXCL8 and phenotypes of immune cells in fresh tumour tissues from 76 patients with gastric cancer. Real-time PCR was performed to analyse CXCL8 mRNA level in gastric cancer tissues. For immunohistochemical analyses, a total of 420 patients with gastric cancer undergoing curative resection were enrolled. In vitro culture of fresh tumour tissue was performed to evaluate the potential therapeutic effect of blocking CXCL8 pathway in gastric cancer.

Results Increased level of CXCL8 indicates poor clinical outcome and tumour progression in patients with gastric cancer. In gastric cancer tissues, CXCL8 is predominantly secreted by macrophages and colony stimulating factor 2 (CSF-2) facilitates macrophage-derived CXCL8 secretion. High level of CXCL8 is associated with decreased CD8+ T cells infiltration and Ki67+ CD8+ T cells proportion. Moreover, CXCL8 also inhibits CD8+ T cells function by inducing the expression of PD-L1 on macrophages. Finally, we show that a small-molecule CXCR2 inhibitor, reparixin, drives the decreased programmed death-ligand 1 (PD-L1+) macrophages and promotes antitumour immunity. Accordingly, high levels of CXCL8+ macrophages are positively correlated with poor prognosis in patients with gastric cancer.

Conclusions CXCL8 is predominantly secreted by macrophages and contributes to the immunosuppressive microenvironment by inducing PD-L1+ macrophages in gastric cancer. CXCL8 inhibitors may drive antitumour response, providing potential therapeutic effects for patients with gastric cancer.
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